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Article 12. 

Guardian ad Litem Program. 

§ 7B-1200.  Office of Guardian ad Litem Services established. 

There is established within the Administrative Office of the Courts an Office of Guardian ad 

Litem Services to provide services in accordance with G.S. 7B-601 to abused, neglected, or 

dependent juveniles involved in judicial proceedings and to assure that all participants in these 

proceedings are adequately trained to carry out their responsibilities. Each local program shall 

consist of volunteer guardians ad litem, at least one program attorney, a program coordinator who 

is a paid State employee, and any clerical staff as the Administrative Office of the Courts in 

consultation with the local program deems necessary. The Administrative Office of the Courts 

shall adopt rules and regulations necessary and appropriate for the administration of the program. 

(1983, c. 761, s. 160; 1987 (Reg. Sess., 1988), c. 1037, s. 32; c. 1090, s. 7; 1998-202, s. 6.) 
 

§ 7B-1201.  Implementation and administration. 

(a) Local Programs. – The Administrative Office of the Courts shall, in cooperation with 

each chief district court judge and other personnel in the district, implement and administer the 

program mandated by this Article. Where a local program has not yet been established in 

accordance with this Article, the district court district shall operate a guardian ad litem program 

approved by the Administrative Office of the Courts. 

(b) Advisory Committee Established. – The Director of the Administrative Office of the 

Courts shall appoint a Guardian ad Litem Advisory Committee consisting of at least five members 

to advise the Office of Guardian ad Litem Services in matters related to this program. The members 

of the Advisory Committee shall receive the same per diem and reimbursement for travel expenses 

as members of State boards and commissions generally. (1983, c. 761, s. 160; 1987 (Reg. Sess., 

1988), c. 1037, s. 33; 1998-202, s. 6.) 
 

§ 7B-1202.  Conflict of interest or impracticality of implementation. 

If a conflict of interest prohibits a local program from providing representation to an abused, 

neglected, or dependent juvenile, the court may appoint any member of the district bar to represent 

the juvenile. If the Administrative Office of the Courts determines that within a particular district 

court district the implementation of a local program is impractical, or that an alternative plan meets 

the conditions of G.S. 7B-1203, the Administrative Office of the Courts shall waive the 

establishment of the program within the district. (1983, c. 761, s. 160; 1987 (Reg. Sess., 1988), c. 

1037, s. 34; c. 1090, s. 8; 1998-202, s. 6.) 
 

§ 7B-1203.  Alternative plans. 

A district court district shall be granted a waiver from the implementation of a local 

program if the Administrative Office of the Courts determines that the following conditions 

are met: 
(1) An alternative plan has been developed to provide adequate guardian ad litem 

services for every juvenile consistent with the duties stated in G.S. 7B-601; and 

(2) The proposed alternative plan will require no greater proportion of State funds 

than the district court district's abuse and neglect caseload represents to the 
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State's abuse and neglect caseload. Computation of abuse and neglect caseloads 

shall include such factors as the juvenile population, number of substantiated 

abuse and neglect reports, number of abuse and neglect petitions, number of 

abused and neglected juveniles in care to be reviewed pursuant to G.S. 

7B-906.1, nature of the district's district court caseload, and number of petitions 

to terminate parental rights. 

When an alternative plan is approved pursuant to this section, the Administrative Office 

of the Courts shall retain authority to monitor implementation of the said plan in order to 

assure compliance with the requirements of this Article and G.S. 7B-601. In any district 

court district where the Administrative Office of the Courts determines that implementation 

of an alternative plan is not in compliance with the requirements of this section, the 

Administrative Office of the Courts may implement and administer a program authorized 

by this Article.  (1983, c. 761, s. 160; 1987 (Reg. Sess., 1988), c. 1037, s. 35; 1998-202, s. 

6; 2013-129, s. 38.) 
 

§ 7B-1204.  Civil liability of volunteers. 

Any volunteer participating in a judicial proceeding pursuant to the program authorized by this 

Article shall not be civilly liable for acts or omissions committed in connection with the proceeding 

if the volunteer acted in good faith and was not guilty of gross negligence. (1983, c. 761, s. 160; 

1998-202, s. 6.) 
 


